
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, November 15, 2015 P.M. 
Message: “Do the Right Thing”—Philemon 1:8 
 
INTRODUCTION:  In this short book of Philemon there are three people who do the right thing.  
The motivation for doing right ought to be love (v. 9).  It should be willingly not of necessity (v. 
14).  Action based on duty or necessity destroys the joy of serving.  We are always to “Do 
Right”.   
 
I.  Paul did the “right thing” in sending Onesimus back to Philemon.—v. 12-14 
 A.  Onesimus was and could be a help to Paul.—v. 12-13. 

B.  Paul needed Philemon’s permission to keep Him.—v. 14 
C.  Paul would not presume upon his friendship with Philemon.   

 
II.  Onesimus did the “right thing”. 
 A.  What a difference Christ makes.—v. 11 

C.  After salvation the past needs to be made right as much as possible. 
  1.  Onesimus returned not knowing what to expect but he trusted God. 

2.  According to Roman law Onesimus had no rights. 
3.  Onesimus was at the mercy of Philemon. 

 B.  Zacchaeus set things right after meeting Jesus.—Luke 19:1-10. 
C.  Actions after salvation are proof of salvation. 
 1.  The leper after being cured had to go to the priest to be examined and 

      pronounced clean. –Luke 17:11-19 
2.  The maniac of Gadara was to go to his friends and tell them of Jesus. 
      —Luke 8:26-39. 

 
III.  Philemon urged to do “right thing”.—v. 8; 12. 
 A.  Philemon was with in his legal right to kill or torture Onesimus. 
  1.  Philemon surrenders his right to help Onesimus.--Phil. 2:3-8 
  2.  Philemon was to forgive Onesimus.—Eph. 4:32 
 B.  Philemon was to receive Onesimus as an equal.—v. 16 
  1.  We are all one in Christ.—Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:10-11 
  2.  We are one in the body of Christ.—I Cor. 12:13 
 D.  Forgiveness was to be without retribution.—v. 18. 
  (The doctrine of imputation.) 
 E.  Paul believed that Philemon would do right.—v. 21 
 
CONCLUSION: As Christians, we ought to do the right thing.   
 
 
 


